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Abstract: During the preventive archaeological investigations from “Ghica-Daniel 

House/St. Petersburg Hotel” point, from the archaeological site ”Old Town Center-Princely 
Court” in Iași, were identified and investigated 199 complexes and archaeological contexts, 
dated in the Eneolithic, Middle Ages and Modern era. Thus, in this perimeter were found the 
stone structures corresponding to the fencing wall of the “Three Holy Hierarchs” monastery, 
most likely dated to the 17th century, to which was added the foundation of the northern wall 
of the secondary building belonging to the complex “Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg 
Hotel” (18th–19th centuries). These structures overlap and incorporate foundations and walls 
from the “Ghica Houses”, which in turn overlap medieval complexes from the 15th–17th cen-
turies, as well as some remains of Cucutenian complexes. During the archaeological exca-
vations, no less than 14 habitation complexes have been identified. Among them, complex 
94/96/108 can be dated on the basis of particularly rich archaeological material in the 15th–
16th centuries. The most important discovery in this archaeological complex is the recovery 
in situ of a imitation after a Venetian ducat, next to a hoard of Genoese-Tatar coins (15th 
century), partially outlined in the following.

Rezumat: În timpul cercetărilor arheologice preventive din Iași, punctul „Casa Ghica-
Daniel/Hotel St. Petersburg”, situat în situl arheologic „Centrul istoric-Curtea domnească” 
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din Iași, au fost descoperite și investigate 199 de complexe și contexte arheologice, care se 
datează în Eneolitic, Evul Mediu și perioada modernă. Prin urmare, în acest perimetru a fost 
descoperită o structură realizată din piatră de calcar, care făcea parte din fundația zidului 
care delimita complexul monastic „Trei Ierarhi”, care se poate data în secolul al XVII-lea, 
la care a fost adosată temelia peretelui nordic al unui corp de clădire care făcea parte din 
complexul „Casa Ghica-Daniel/Hotel St. Petersburg” (secolele XVIII–XIX). Aceste struc-
turi din piatră au suprapus și distrus parțial complexe arheologice medievale, din veacurile 
XV–XVII, dar și complexe cucuteniene. În timpul acestor cercetări arheologice preventive 
au fost descoperite 14 complexe de locuire datând din perioada menționată. Dintre acestea, 
complexul 94/96/108 se poate data, pe baza materialului arheologic bogat (monede, ceramică, 
obiecte din metal, sticlă etc.), în secolele XV–XVI. Cea mai importantă descoperire o repre-
zintă însă recuperarea in situ a unei imitaţii de ducat venețian din aur, dar și a unui mic 
tezaur de monede genovezo-tătare și tătărăști (secolul al XV-lea).

Introduction
During the preventive archaeological researches carried out in the park located 

to the south and in the vicinity of the “Gheorghe Asachi” Primary School from Iași, 
in a perimeter bordered by the former Stern/Rosenstein House (to the west) and 
the Palat Street (to the east) (Fig. 1/1–2), a wide range of archaeological complexes, 
contexts and materials were uncovered, spanning from the Eneolithic to the 19th cen-
tury1. The area covered by the preventive archaeological research is placed on the 
upper terrace of the Bahlui River, right in front of the Palace of Culture of Iași. The 
remains of the Princely Courts and the Administrative Palace, which formed the 
core of the medieval town, have been identified on this site. The cartographic records 
from the 18th–19th centuries indicate the “Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel”2 
at the end of the Stephen the Great Boulevard (the former “Uliţa Mare”), exactly in 
the boundaries of the site under the preventive archaeological research (Fig. 1/1–2).

The entire area was thoroughly investigated by opening 12 squares [abbrevi-
ated “cas.” (in Romanian), numbered from 1 to 12], which have been aligned on the 
general plan, in order to provide the entire stratigraphic sequence (Fig. 2). Therefore, 
cas. nos. 1–8 covered the northern plane of the grid. In this way, two linear profiles 
were obtained (the northern and the southern one) equally valid for all the afore-
mentioned squares. Those research units are spaced 1.0 m apart for the most efficient 
recording of all stratigraphic data. Cas. nos. 9–11 occupied the southern half of the 
perimeter, following the same goals. Thus, a 1.5 m wide and 66 m long continuous 
balk was preserved between the two working sectors, allowing the general stratigra-
phy of the site to be recorded.

Given the importance of the discoveries in the northern sector of the site, the 
1.5 m wide profile separating the two sectors of the perimeter under investigation 
was maintained during the entire length of the work, in order to conserve the iden-
tified complexes as efficiently as possible and to support the uncovered foundation 

1 For a brief survey on the archaeological discoveries in this area see: BILAVSCHI, 
BACUMENCO-PÎRNĂU 2023, p. 365–406. 

2 On the history of these districts and buildings relevant to the city’s modern history see: 
PĂUNEL 1939, p. 38–39; UNGUREANU 1968, p. 53–55; SIBECHI 1980, p. 399–401; BOTEZ, PRICOP 
1989, p. 34–36; IFTIMI 2016, p. 115; IFTIMI, ICHIM 2016, p. 125–131; IFTIMI 2020, p. 43–46.
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walls. The entire bank of remaining land will be fully excavated once the archaeo-
logical research will resume, as part of a project for the restoration and historical 
valorization of the discovered remains.

Overview of the archaeological context from cas. no. 2
The archaeological preventive research in this research unit resulted not only in 

the revealing of the foundation walls, but also in the revealing of some particularly 
intriguing complexes. Therefore, the foundation walls of the “St. Petersburg Hotel” 
(the building on the north side of the complex) were found beneath the vegetal layer. 
To a large extent, at this very moment, we believe that these structures represent the 
underground stone remains of the enclosure wall, fencing the monastic settlement 
of the “Three Holy Hierarchs” (Fig. 3/1), east-west oriented. The boundary wall of 
the complex was built of worked limestone with different sizes, tied with slaked 
lime mortar. The stone structure has been stiffened with oak beams, falling into the 
tie-rod reinforced masonry type. This remnant of the stone footing was found over 
a total length of about 23 m, with the foundation wall of the northerly body of the 
hotel on its north side. We believe that when the building’s supporting structure 
was constructed, the enclosure wall was dismantled to the ground surface, in order 
to provide the adequate foundation width for the building, erected in the 19th cen-
tury. The inner walls of the monastic complex are 0.75–0.84  m thick. Only about 
0.40–0.50 m of the foundation’s elevation (about 4–5 stone ashlars) were preserved, 
which stood on a light-grey compact earth layer, mixed with yellow clay and burned 
reddish-brown clay rubble.

In the same research unit, we also captured the foundation on the north side 
of the hotel building and a fragment of a retaining masonry, supporting a dividing 
wall between two rooms of the hotel building. The base walls of the hotel’s building 
were made of primary processed limestone blocks of medium to large size, bound 
with yellowish lime mortar with a high proportion of sand. They are approximately 
0.75–0.77 m wide. The footing slab was encountered at –2.35 m below, at the deepest 
point surveyed on the south side. However, the north side, with an initial thick-
ness of only 0.30–0.40 m, was attached to the surrounding wall of the “Three Holy 
Hierarchs” monastery. In this way, the total thickness of the north foundations, 
added to the width of this wall with tie rods, amounts to 1.04–1.24 m. Its footing slab 
was traced at 2.10 m below. The eastern side of the foundation wall has a wide reliev-
ing arch (Fig. 3/2), with a maximum opening of about 3.40 m, and a height of 1.85 m, 
anchored in a thick layer (around 1.50 m) made of brown earth mixed with yellow 
soil and a lot of coal-burnt rubble and clay, from the potential fire-destroyed walls 
of a possible dwelling. In the northern profile, we investigated the stone footing of a 
discharge arch, which was, most probably, part of the load-bearing structure of the 
”Turkish Inn” or ”Three Hierarchs Inn”. The wall fragment (Cx. no. 40) was made 
of primary worked limestone blocks of medium to large size, tied with hydraulic 
lime mortar filled with coarse-grained sand. The wall was set between –0.54–3.05 m, 
having a trapezoid shape with a broad base at the top narrowing towards the lower 
area. Dimensions: Weighttop = 2.35 m (max.) and Weightbottom = 1.40 m (max.); Height 
= 2.48  m, Thickness = 0.75  m. This masonry footing destroys the south side of a 
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possible dwelling complex (Cx. no. 150, captured between 1.15–2.73  m below) of 
rectangular shape with rounded corners. The pit was filled with dark grayish-dark 
earth, mixed with small lumps of yellow clay, as well as charcoal pigments of burned 
wood and reddish charred adobe. From its fill parts of some Cucutenian vessels 
were recovered (including a female idol; archaeological materials of Eneolithic ori-
gin, in a secondary position, embedded in the soil), together with pottery fragments 
dated to the 16th and 17th centuries, respectively from the 17th and 18th–19th centuries 
onwards. The preserved dimensions of the pit are 1.05/1.75 × 4.50 m.

The 15th–16th century dwelling complex 
In this square, the foundations of the hotel building cut off to the north and 

east a dwelling complex, arguably dated, on the basis of the archaeological mate-
rial recovered, in the later 15th and early 16th centuries (conventionally referred to 
as Cx. nos. 94/96/108, depending on the evolution of the archaeological status in 
this research unit) (Figs. 4/1 and 5/1, 3). Due to its relatively small dimensions [the 
surviving sizes of the complex are 2.05  m (up to the foundation masonry of the 
dividing wall between the rooms) / 4.4 m (up to the eastern profile of cas. 2) × 5.20 m 
(the southern side penetrates the witness between cas. no. 2 and cas. no. 9)] and the 
abundance of artefacts unearthed, including a monetary hoard and other numerous 
coins dated from the 15th–16th centuries, this complex could also represent the base-
ment of an overground dwelling (Figs. 4/1; 5 and 7). At the same time, these remains 
might have belonged to the annex of a merchant’s dwelling, given the abundance of 
archaeological material and, especially, the quantity and variety of the coins found 
in situ.

The eastern side of the complex was overlapped and partially destroyed by 
the excavation of the trench for the construction of the foundations supporting the 
inner partition wall of the hotel. If in the upper part (between –0.55 m and –1.10 m) 
the dwelling’s pit was filled with dark brown and grayish-grey earth, mixed with 
a lot of reddish burnt clay and charcoal pigments (some Turkish and Russian coins 
from the 17th–18th centuries were also recovered from this segment) in the lower half 
(between –0.90/1.10 and –2.35 m below) a consistent layer of reddish-brown burnt 
adobe and mudstone from the walls of the house was found, together with fragments 
of charred wooden beams and planks. Many of these clay lumps bear the marks of 
the joists, rafters, beams or wattles, onto which they once were attached. The charred 
bits and fragments of carbonized wood come from the structure and floor of the 
house. Traces from the charred floorboards and beams of this complex were found 
on the floor of the house. At about 1.80 m from the south bank of the square, on the 
west side, the entrance to the dwelling was also encountered. Nevertheless, about 
0.85 m north of the entrance, an annex to this complex, built with the same beams 
and wooden planks, was investigated (Figs. 4/1 and 5/1, 3). An appreciable amount 
of ash from the heavy combustion which destroyed the dwelling was discharged 
from the backfill and floor of the complex. The entrance (the access way, noted as 
Cx. no. 120) was lined with oak planks (thick boards), three of which are 50–65% 
preserved (two of them fixed in place, the third one was found in the middle of the 
complex, on the floor). The dimensions of the annex are 1.25 × 1.45 m (the west side 
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falls within the earth corridor between cas. nos. 2 and 3), while the dimensions of the 
entrance are 0.65 × 1.0 m. In the rubble-filling of the wooden walls lined with burned 
clay, as well as on the floor of the complex, a large number of particularly varied and 
precious artefacts were recovered, such as an imitation after a Venetian gold ducat, 
dated to the early 15th century (placed on the floor of the house) (Figs. 5/2 and 7/1); 
a hoard of Tatar and Genovese silver coins dating from the 15th century (122 pieces, 
contained in a dark-grey clay pouch, hidden between the two beams of the wooden 
floor of the house and its annex) (Figs. 7/2–13 and 9/1, 3). Also, from the collapse 
layer, other five groats and double groats from Iliaș/Alexander the 1st and Stephan 
the 3rd, plus two Hungarian denarii from the 15th–16th centuries, were recovered. 
Additionally, fragments or whole vessels of locally sourced earthenware kitchen 
pots of local origin were collected from the substantial layer of destruction with 
reddish burnt adobe and charcoal lenses. These belong to the category of unglazed 
and red-glazed pottery, dating to the 14th–15th and 16th centuries (the most relevant 
types are jugs, tall cups with trilobed mouths, potsherds, powder pots, drinking 
cups, disc-shaped footed cups, strainers and plates). Numerous sherds were also 
recovered from vessels belonging to the category of black and gray-brown earthen-
ware with incised decoration of straight and veined lines, with oblique notched or 
spiral decoration on the lips, typical of the 14th and 15th–16th centuries. Several other 
fragments of a round-legged cast-iron mounting and decorative caps from a stove 
(15th–16th centuries), fragments of bronze objects (different types of hoops, a ring, 
a few small plates, a cross) and iron (a hoe, a padlock, spikes, nails, a hinge, other 
small remains from various objects or tools)3, along with a considerable amount of 
animal bones were also unearthed from the same stratigraphic horizon.

In the vicinity and, most probably in connection with this complex, in cas. no. 
3, between the sewer wall and the foundation of the inner dividing wall between 
rooms nos. 2–3 of the hotel, one can notice a consistent layer of brownish earth 
mixed with reddish-brown burnt clay lump rubble and charcoal intrusions of burnt 
wood, similar in composition to the above complex (Fig. 6). This layer, about 1.55 m 
thick, overlays a rectangular-shaped pit with circular corners (Cx. no. 102) (Fig. 6/2). 
The pit, rectangular in shape, was filled with dark earth, rich in charcoal, ashes and 
pieces of burnt reddish-colored mudstone. Round-footed mounting tiles, semi-tu-
bular, bulb-shaped and hollow-lobed tiles with a pointed top (a specific feature of 
15th century pottery) were extracted from the fill. From the walls of these tiles, large 
quantities of burnt slag, tar and fragments of charred wood were collected. The pre-
served dimensions of this complex are 0.92 × 1.80 m, the pit being intercepted at 
2.35/2.40 m below. Once the excavations are resumed and the embankment walls 
are reinforced, the entire complex will be fully examined. Next to this complex, a 
circular pit (Cx. no. 113) was excavated, containing pottery sherds from the 14th–15th 
centuries. Near the base of the foundation, about 0.20 m away from the wall, two 
pillar hoes, with a diameter of 0.18–0.22 m, were also documented and recorded.

3 The silver, bronze and iron materials are currently undergoing cleaning and restoration 
processes and will be published in its entirety, along with the rest of the artefacts discovered, in the 
full monograph of the site.
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Coin finds from Cx. nos. 94/96/108. Preliminary data
During the preventive archaeological investigations conducted in the “Ghica-

Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” point, a considerable number of numismatic 
discoveries were identified. At the moment, all the findings are still being processed 
for a complete restoration. The following presentation simply overviews, in a cata-
logue, a small part of the entire collected lot. We decided to disseminate these first 
coins examined, as they represent remarkable monetary discoveries, both for the 
city of Iași and for the entire region east of the Carpathians.

The earliest piece is an imitation after a Venetian ducat (Cat. no. 1), which we 
presume to have had its prototype in one of the coins minted for Antonio Venier, 
doge of Venice between 1382 and 1400. But it’s worth stressing that the name of this 
doge is not legible on the observe of the coin (Fig. 8/c). Lacking any close analogies 
with other published issues, on the basis of legend matches with multiple obverse 
and reverse errors, the piece resembles, to some extent, the counterfeits made after 
Venier’s ducatii. Still, a number of clues led us to believe that the coin is not an orig-
inal issue. 

First of all, the coin weighs only 2.16g, far less than the standard weight of 
3.56g. In addition, the coin’s bright yellowish-clear color may indicate that the gold 
alloy carries a smaller grade. Because of this, the XRF composition analysis for met-
allographic composition traced a significantly lowered purity of barely 66–67%4. 
In addition to these key elements, that prove that the piece clearly did not origi-
nate from its space of provenance, our issue displays a rudimentary workmanship 
(Fig. 8/b), stylized with clumsy lettering and mistakes (Fig. 8/b-c). At a closer glance, 
a clear lack of symmetry can be detected in the minted characters composing an 
almost fanciful formulation (Fig. 8/c). 

A major feature on the iconography of the obverse are the three dots hovering 
above the saint’s head (Fig. 8/d). Without another mintmark in the figure, such as a 
„S” (for Chios) or „P” (for Pera) placed just below the doge’s knees, the three dots 
are believed to be a monetary mark for the city of Caffa5. Thus, it is believed that the 
so-called lightweight ducatii, unmarked or stamped with dot(s), only circulated in the 
areas around the western and northern Black Sea coast6. The diffusion of these coins 
in Moldavia was favored by the predominantly Pontic orientation of the economic 
relations of the Principality, during the first part of the Stephan’s the Great reign7.

Our catalogue also includes a small batch of the silver coin hoard, discovered 
in the same archaeological context as the imitation after the Venetian ducat. Out 
of the few coins so far restored (13 out of 122), the earliest piece is a Genoese-Tatar 

4 The measurements were carried out by Nicoleta Vornicu, at the Metropolitan Research 
Centre TABOR (Iași, Romania). The sampling was performed using an Innov X Systems Alpha 
Series X–ray fluorescence (XRF) spectrometer (produced in the USA). The device is equipped with 
a W-anode X–ray tube operating up to 35 kV and 100A. The fluorescence radiation, controlled by a 
minicomputer, is captured and analysed with a thermoelectrically cooled Si detector (PIN). For the 
spectrum data and semi-quantitative survey, the Analytical mode software was used for an expo-
sure duration of 10 seconds. The examined spot size (both on observe and revers) is of 8 mm each.

5 OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2004, p. 71, 73–76. 
6 OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2004, p. 75–76. 
7 OBERLÄNDER-TÂRNOVEANU 2004, p. 80.
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akçe also struck at Caffa (Cat. no. 2). Although the coin is in a poor state of preser-
vation, we can still distinguish the Genoese portal on the obverse and on the reverse 
a fragment of the Batu tamga, center-framed in a circular linear cartouche with the 
insignia of Ulug Muhammad. 

Finally, the coins of the Golden Horde hold a special place within the numis-
matic artefacts (Cat. nos. 3–14). On the obverse of the dirhems we have captured 
fragments of the legend with the name of the issuers (Küchük Muhammad [Cat. 
nos. 3–5] and Sayyid Ahmad II [Cat. nos. 6–14]), passed, generally, in an inner linear 
circle. As for the reverse, the binary tamga can be seen, in the stylized form of the tri-
dent of Ghirai, founder of the Crimean Khanate and declared descendant of Gingis 
Han. We encountered three major mints: Orda Bazar (Cat. nos. 3, 6–9), Bek Bazar 
(Cat. nos. 4–5, 12–13), Haydar Bazar (Cat. nos. 10–11) and one case with no mint 
name (Cat. no. 14). In the historiography, the place of these workshops is unclear, 
but they were most probably placed in region of Crimea, near the Dnieper, in the 
present Herson area.

The numismatic evidence, only partially outlined here, spans the first half of 
the 15th century. It is chronologically in accordance with the other categories of the 
archaeological material recovered. Definitely, the forthcoming full publication of the 
entire hoard and all the coins unearthed during the archaeological research at the 
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” point will provide further substantial 
details.

CATALOGUE OF THE COINS8 
CITY OF CAFFA
Imitative issue

Antonio Venier (?) (1382–1400), ducat
1. AV (fourrée); 2.16 g; 6 h; 20 mm; v.g.p.;
Obv. ΛTЄOIЄTΛЄOTI – DVX–SMVЄNЄTI; Kneeling Doge, receiving a vexillium 
from Saint Mark (stylized); above the saint, a mark: ⛬
Rv. SITTXPRPO(?)ΛΛTQTV[...] – REGISSTЄ DVꓷΛT; Christ in mandorla; on both 
sides nine stars: ☆☆☆☆ – ☆☆☆☆☆ (stylized)
Caffa / Black Sea coast unknown monetary workshop, 1382–1400 (?) (LUNARDI 
1980, p.  305, CS12 var.; MAZARAKIS 1997, p.  894, no. 6 var.; OBERLÄNDER-
TÂRNOVEANU 2004, p. 73–76);
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [from the 
floor of the dwelling to the NE –2,00 m below from the level of the South bank]); IA 
Iași pending inventory number.

8 The following abbreviations were used: v.g.p. = very good preserved; g.p. = good preserved; 
p.p. = poorly preserved; v.p.p. = very poorly preserved; g = grams; m=meters; mm = millimetres; h = 
hour; obv. = obverse; rv. = reverse; AV = gold; AR = silver; var. = variant; inv. = inventory; no. = num-
ber; Cas. = archaeological square; Cx. = archaeological complex; IA Iași = Institute of Archaeology 
of Iași (Romanian Academy).
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THE COIN HOARD9

CITY OF CAFFA
Genoese-Tatar issue

Ulug Muhammad (1421–1423; 1427–1445), akçe
2. AR; 0.83 g; 3 h (?); 15 mm; v.p.p.; slipped die (obv. & rv.); higly bented on the obv.
Obv. Genoese portal framed by dots (?) (all around arabic[?] illegible marks)
Rv. Batu Tamga (illegible; inside an inner linear circle; top of the tamga, part of the 
khan’s name and title);
Caffa, 1427–1433 (LUNARDI 1980, p. 119, no. C68 var.);
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [–2.55 – 
2.66 m]); IA Iași pending inventory number.

THE GOLDEN HORDE
The Great Hoard. Crimean Khanate

Küchük Muhammad (cca. 1435–1460), dirhem
3. AR; 0.46 g; 1 h; 14 × 13 mm; p.p.; slipped die (obv. & rv.);
Obv. Muhammad / bin / Timur (inside an inner linear circle; outside de circle, the title 
slightly visible)
Rv. Gyraid Tamga (stylized trident) duri be Orda Bazar (around the tamga, slightly 
visible);
Orda Bazar, 1431–1444 (SAGDEEVA 2005, p. 68, no. 595);
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [–2.55 – 
2.66 m]); IA Iași pending inventory number.

4. AR; 0.63 g; 11 h; 15 × 14 mm; v.p.p.; slipped die (obv. & rv.);
Obv. Muhammad / bin / Timur (inside an inner linear circle; outside de circle, the title 
not fully visible)
Rv. Gyraid Tamga (stylized trident) duri be Bek Bazar (around the tamga, not fully 
visible);
Bek Bazar, 1433–1459 (REVA, LEONOV 2023, p. 157, pl. no. 8, nos. 22–24);
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [–2.55 – 
2.66 m]); IA Iași pending inventory number.

5. AR; 0.63 g; 1 h; 15 × 14 mm; p.p.; slipped die (obv. & rv.);
Obv. Muhammad / bin / Timur (inside an inner linear circle; outside de circle, the title 
not fully visible)
Rv. Gyraid Tamga (stylized trident) duri be Bek Bazar (around the tamga, not fully 
visible visible);
Bek Bazar, 1433–1459 (REVA, LEONOV 2023, p. 159, pl. no. 10, nos. 36–38);
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [–2.55 – 
2.66 m]); IA Iași pending inventory number.

9 The following catalogue represents a partial overview of the numismatic material. In this 
way, we cover only 13 pieces out of 122 silver coins of the whole batch. Currently, the coins are 
undergoing cleaning and restoration processes and will be fully published, in the upcoming mono-
graph of the site.
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Sayyid Ahmad II (1439–1465), dirhem
6. AR; 0.62 g; 3 h; 14 mm; g.p.; slipped die (obv.);
Obv. Seyyid / Ahmad / han (inside an inner linear circle; outside de circle, the title)
Rv. Gyraid Tamga (stylized trident) duri be Orda Bazar (around the tamga, from left 
to right);
Orda Bazar, 1439–1465 (KHROMOV 2004, p. 43, no. 8.2); 
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [–2.55 – 
2.66 m]); IA Iași pending inventory number.

7. AR; 0.73 g; 2 h; 14 mm; p.p.; slipped die (obv. & rv.);
Obv. Seyyid / Ahmad / han (inside an inner linear circle, slightly visible)
Rv. Gyraid Tamga (stylized trident) duri be Orda Bazar (?) (around the tamga, from left 
to right, not fully visible visible);
Orda Bazar, 1439–1465 (KHROMOV 2004, p. 43, no. 8.2); 
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [–2.55 – 
2.66 m]); IA Iași pending inventory number.

8. AR; 0.62 g; 5 h; 14 mm; v.p.p.; slipped die (obv. & rv.);
Obv. Seyyid / Ahmad / han (inside an inner linear circle; outside de circle, the title not 
fully visible)
Rv. Gyraid Tamga (stylized trident) duri be Orda Bazar (?) (around the tamga, from left 
to right, not fully visible visible);
Orda Bazar (?), 1439–1465 (KHROMOV 2004, p. 43, no. 8.2); 
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [–2.55 – 
2.66 m]); IA Iași pending inventory number.

9. AR; 0.65 g; 4 h; 15.5 × 14 mm; p.p.; pierced (round); slipped die (obv. & rv.);
Obv. Seyyid / Ahmad / han (inside an inner linear circle; outside de circle, the title not 
fully visible)
Rv. Gyraid Tamga (stylized trident) duri be Orda Bazar (?) (around the tamga, from left 
to right, not fully visible visible);
Orda Bazar (?), 1439–1465 (KHROMOV 2004, p. 43, no. 8.1); 
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [–2.55 – 
2.66 m]); IA Iași pending inventory number

10. AR; 0.62 g; 6 h; 14 × 13 mm; v.p.p.; slipped die (obv. & rv.);
Obv. Seyyid / Ahmad / han (inside an inner linear circle, slightly visible; outside de 
circle, the title almost illegible)
Rv. Gyraid Tamga (stylized trident) duri be Haydar Bazari (at the bottom of tamga and 
around, slightly visible);
Haydar Bazar, 1439–1465 (ZAYONCHKOVSKIY, TISHKIN 2018, p.  77, fig.  no. 4. 
SP2.4); 
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [–2.55 – 
2.66 m]); IA Iași pending inventory number.

11. AR; 0.70 g; 10 h; 16 × 15 mm; p.p.; slipped die (obv. & rv.);
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Obv. Seyyid / Ahmad / han (inside an inner linear circle; outside de circle, the title)
Rv. Gyraid Tamga (stylized trident) duri be Haydar Bazari (at the bottom of tamga and 
around);
Haydar Bazar, 1439–1465 (ZAYONCHKOVSKIY, TISHKIN 2018, p. 77, fig. no. 4. SP2.2);
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [–2.55 – 
2.66 m]); IA Iași pending inventory number.

12. AR; 0.72 g; 3 h; 15 × 14 mm; p.p.; slipped die (obv. & rv.);
Obv. Seyyid / Ahmad / han (inside an inner linear circle; outside de circle, the title)
Rv. Gyraid Tamga (stylized trident) duri be Bek Bazar (at the bottom of tamga and around);
Bek Bazar, 1439–1465 (ZAYONCHKOVSKIY 2022, p. 212, fig. no. 2. 1–2); 
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [–2.55 – 
2.66 m]); IA Iași pending inventory number.

13. AR; 0.66 g; 7 h; 15 mm; p.p.; slipped die (obv. & rv.);
Obv. Seyyid / Ahmad / han (inside an inner linear circle; outside de circle, the title)
Rv. Gyraid Tamga (stylized trident) duri be Bek Bazar (at the bottom of tamga and 
around);
Bek Bazar, 1439–1465 (ZAYONCHKOVSKIY 2022, p. 212, fig. no. 2. 1–2); 
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [–2.55 – 
2.66 m]); IA Iași pending inventory number.

14. AR; 0.71 g; 12 h (?); 16 × 15 mm; p.p.; slipped die (obv. & rv.);
Obv. Seyyid / Ahmad / han (inside an inner linear circle; outside de circle, the title the 
title not fully visible)
Rv. Gyraid Tamga with Kalima (stylized trident; kalima instead of mint name);
No mint, 1439–1465 (ALBUM 2011, p. 224, no. B2063); 
“Ghica-Daniel House/St. Petersburg Hotel” (Cas. no. 2; Cx. nos. 94/96/108 [–2.55 – 
2.66 m]); IA Iași pending inventory number.

Final remarks 
Obviously, further investigations in this area and the full processing of the 

archaeological material, information and stratigraphic data could shed more light 
on this topic.

In addition to this complex, several other settlement structures dating back to 
the 17th century have been investigated, which have preserved in situ a large amount 
of archaeological material. At the same time, during these preventive archaeological 
researches, important architectural elements for the history of the medieval and mod-
ern city were also discovered, such as: a segment of the perimeter wall that most prob-
ably delimited the property of the ”Three Holy Hierarchs” monastery and which, at 
one point, included the inn of this settlement, known as the ”Turkish Inn”; attached 
to this wall, the ruins of the northern body of the ”St. Petersburg Hotel” complex 
were identified, which, most probably, overlapped the Ghica family houses, with their 
household annexes, the corresponding sewage systems, building facilities, and so on; 
the foot of a stone relief arch that was part of the foundations of the ”Turkish Inn”.
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These results are part of a whole series of other remarkable discoveries, valu-
able for the history of Iași, obtained during the rescue, preventive and systematic 
archaeological researches in the city, starting mainly in the 1950s of the 20th century 
and continuing uninterruptedly until today10.
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 1

2
Fig. 1. 1 – Location of the perimeter of the archaeological research (source: Google Earth, 
2023); 2 – The location of “Ghica-Daniel mansion” (the future “St. Petersburg Hotel”) on 

the city plan of Iași (detail), drawn up by J. Raschek in 1844, mapping by C. Hriban.
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Fig. 2. The plan of the archaeological research carried out in the area of the former 
“Ghica-Daniel mansion” – “St. Petersburg Hotel” (made by Marian Lie).
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1

 
2

Fig. 3. 1–2 Images of the finds in excavation 2, features 94/96/108 (stages of research); 
2 – Relieving arch built into the foundation on the eastern side of the building.
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Fig. 4. 1 – Habitation feature (Cx. 94/96/108) (detail); 2–5 
Archaeological materials discovered in situ.
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3
Fig. 5. 1, 3 – Habitation feature (Cx. 94/96/108) in final stage of research; 2 – Imitation of 

Venetian ducat uncovered in situ (after BILAVSCHI, BACUMENCO-PÎRNĂU 2023, pl. IX).
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1

 2
Fig. 6. 1–2 Images of the finds in excavation 3, features Cx. 94–102 (stages of research).
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Fig. 7. 1 – Imitation of Venetian ducat; 2 – Genoese-Tartar akçe. 3 – Dirhems issued by 
the khans of the Great Hoard, Crimean Khanate (all discovered in Cx. 94/96/108).



400 GEORGE BILAVSCHI, ANDREI BALTAG

Fig. 8. a-d Details on the imitation of Venetian ducat (obverse): a – 
Three dots mark; b – Stylized representations; c – Ineligible legend 

details (fragment); d – Lack of mark under kneeling Doge.
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Fig. 9. 1–5 Mediaeval clay vessels discovered in excavation 2, Cx. 94/96/108 
(after BILAVSCHI, BACUMENCO-PÎRNĂU 2023, pl. XXIII).


